Closure Requirements for Storage Facilities and Other Outdoor Storage/Work Areas

	  
	Underground Storage Tanks and Associated Piping
	Aboveground Storage Tanks and Associated Piping
	Portable Containers/Bulk Material Storage Facilities and Other Outdoor Storage/Work Areas

	Closure Requirements 
	Tank closure includes

· emptying all product 

· removal of sludge 

· removal of all connecting piping to the best extent practicable 

· permanent removal of the tank 

· perforation of the tank to render it useless 

· tank disposal. 

In the event of unusual circumstances, alternate mechanisms for tank closure are reviewed on a case-by-case basis and must be approved by the governing regulatory agency. 
	Tank closure includes

· emptying all product 

· removal of sludge 

· removal of all connecting piping to the best extent practicable 

· permanent removal of the tank 

· perforation of the tank to render it useless 

· tank disposal. 

Aboveground storage tanks may be put into a temporarily out-of-service (TOS) condition by

· emptying the tank (both liquids and any sludge)

· venting until dry and opened for ventilation but protected from precipitation

· locking out all connections to the tank (e.g., valve locks, blank-flanged, capped) to prevent filling

· noting the TOS date on the existing tank label.

 TOS status must be renewed every two years.  The tank placed in TOS status must be maintained sufficiently to prevent degradation.

  The potential for future use of the storage facility must be evaluated after the first renewal of TOS status.  If no future use is identified, the tank should be closed.    
	Area closure includes

· removal of all containers 

· permanent demolition of the containment area 

· removal of all residual materials. 

Storage areas may be put into a temporarily out-of-service condition by removing all containers and all residuals and posting the area with signs indicating that materials are no longer permitted for storage.  TOS status must be renewed every two years.  

The potential for future use of the storage area must be evaluated after the first renewal of TOS status.  If no future use is identified, the tank should be closed.        

	Site Assessment 
	The site assessment will include inspection of underlying soils and possibly the collection of soil samples from the base of the excavation.

Once the assessment is completed, the hole must be backfilled immediately to prevent accidents associated with an open excavation.
	The site assessment will include inspection of the tank system for evidence of spillage.
	The site assessment will include inspection of the area for evidence of spillage.  For outdoor storage/work areas, if evidence of spillage or residuals are present contact your Environmental Compliance Representative for assistance in determining if an impact assessment is required.  


3.0/0k07e011.doc
1

(10/2004)


