Construction Industry Requirements


	OSHA Class III - Repair and maintenance operations, where ACM, including TSI and surfacing ACM and PACM, is likely to be disturbed. 

	Topic
	Requirements

	Supervision/

Evaluation
	A competent person, trained in a manner consistent with EPA requirements for training of local education agency maintenance and custodial staff as set forth at 40CFR763.92(a)(2), provides on-site inspections at intervals sufficient to assess whether conditions have changed, and at any reasonable time at employee request.

	Exposure Monitoring
	A competent person conducts an exposure assessment immediately before or at the initiation of the operation unless the operation is covered by a Negative Exposure Assessment (NEA).

Conduct periodic monitoring of all work where exposures are expected to exceed Permissible Exposure Limits (PELs), at intervals sufficient to document the validity of the exposure prediction.  

	Periodic Monitoring
	Conduct periodic monitoring of all work where exposures are expected to exceed a PEL, at intervals sufficient to document the validity of the exposure prediction.  

	Termination of Monitoring
	If the periodic monitoring reveals that employee exposures, as indicated by statistically reliable measurements, are below the PEL and excursion limit, monitoring may be discontinued for those employees whose exposures are represented by such monitoring.

	Regulated Area
	Conduct work within regulated areas such that

· Boundaries are set in a manner that minimizes the number of persons within the area and protects persons outside the area from exposure to airborne asbestos

· Regulated area access is limited to authorized persons

· Employees do not eat, drink, smoke, chew tobacco or gum, or apply cosmetics in the area

	Engineering Controls and Work Practices
	Engineering controls and work practices include

· Vacuum cleaners equipped with HEPA filters

· Wet methods or wetting agents

· Cleanup and disposal methods for wastes and debris

Use the following control methods to achieve compliance with the TWA permissible exposure and excursion limits:

· Local exhaust ventilation equipped with HEPA filter dust collection systems

· Enclosure or isolation of processes producing asbestos dust

· Ventilation of the regulated area to move contaminated air away from the breathing zone of employees and toward a filtration or collection device equipped with a HEPA filter

	Specific Engineering Controls
	Use engineering and work practice controls that minimize the exposure to employees performing the asbestos work and to bystander employees.

Use wet methods to perform the work.

To the extent feasible, use local exhaust ventilation to perform the work.

Where the disturbance involves drilling, cutting, abrading, sanding, chipping, breaking, or sawing of thermal system insulation or surfacing material, use impermeable drop cloths and mini‑enclosures or glove bag systems (or another isolation method) to isolate the operation.

Where monitoring results show the PEL has been exceeded, contain the area using impermeable drop cloths and plastic barriers or their equivalent, or isolate the operation using a control system.

Employees must wear respirators when performing OSHA Class III jobs, which involve the disturbance of thermal system insulation or surfacing material, or where the employer does not produce a NEA or where monitoring results show a PEL has been exceeded.

	Prohibited Practices
	The following are prohibited when working with asbestos-containing materials:

· High‑speed abrasive disc saws that are not equipped with point of cut ventilator or enclosures with HEPA filtered exhaust air

· Compressed air

· Dry sweeping, shoveling, or other dry cleanup of dust and debris

· Employee rotation (as a means of reducing employee exposure to asbestos)

	Respirators
	Provide respirators, and ensure that they are used

· Where the ACM is not removed in a substantially intact state

· Where the employer does not produce a NEA

· When work is not performed using wet methods, with the exception that respirators need not be worn during removal of ACM from sloped roofs when a NEA has been made and the ACM is removed in an intact state

· During all work covered by this section where employees are exposed above the TWA or excursion limit

· Where TSI or surfacing ACM or PACM is being disturbed

· In asbestos related emergency situations

	Protective Clothing
	Provide or require the use of protective clothing for any employee:

· Exposed above the TWA or excursion limit

· For which a required NEA is not produced

Inspect and take care of protective clothing as follows:

· The competent person examines work-suits worn by employees at least once per work shift for rips or tears that may occur during performance of work

· When rips or tears are detected in a work-suit while an employee is working, they must be mended or replaced immediately

	Hygiene Facilities and Practices for Employees
	For operations where exposures exceed the PEL or where there is no NEA produced before the operation, proceed according to the following:

· Establish an equipment room or area adjacent to the regulated area for the decontamination of employees and their equipment

· The established area must be of sufficient size as to accommodate cleaning of equipment and removing personal protective equipment without spreading contamination beyond the area (as determined by visible accumulations)

· Clean work clothing with a HEPA vacuum before removing

· Clean all equipment and surfaces of containers filled with ACM before removing them from the equipment room or area

· Ensure that employees enter and exit the regulated area through the equipment room or area


	Communication of Hazards (Warning Signs)
	Before work is performed, inform workers of the location and quantity of ACM or PACM present in the area, and the precautions to be taken to insure that airborne asbestos is confined to the area.

At each location where a regulated area is required, post Warning Signs that read "DANGER, ASBESTOS, CANCER AND LUNG DISEASE HAZARD, AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY".

Where respirators and protective clothing are required, post Warning Signs that read "RESPIRATORS AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING ARE REQUIRED IN THIS AREA".

	Medical Surveillance
	Institute medical surveillance for all employees that are

· engaged for 30 or more days per year in OSHA Class III work; or

· exposed at or above a PEL for 30 or more days per year.

Evaluate (under the supervision of a physician) the physical ability of employees (required by the OSHA standard to wear a negative pressure respirator) to perform the work and use the equipment.
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